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The Gospel & Oasis 101

session one – introduction and purpose

session one:

introduction

What is the purpose of this class?
The Gospel & Oasis 101 class is designed to provide you with information about Oasis Christian Fellowship and the opportunities available for you to become involved in ministry as part of our community. This class also is designed to answer some common questions about what it means to be a believer in Christ as well as what it means to “covenant” with Oasis.

During this class and throughout this book, you will be introduced to Oasis in a very broad and general manner. You will learn about our vision, our central beliefs, our philosophy of ministry, and our understanding of what it means to be the church of Jesus Christ in our day and culture. This class is not intended to be an exhaustive study, and so it is very likely that some of your specific questions will remain unanswered. We encourage you to ask any questions you wish during the class or contact any of the church leaders to help you find the answers. We believe that God has brought you here for a purpose and we are dedicated to helping you cultivate and fulfill that purpose.

We hope that The Gospel and Oasis 101 class will be your first step in a long and God-glorifying process of spiritual growth and fruitful service in our family.

Session Topics

1. Introduction and Purpose

2. The Bible

3. God

4. Creation and Sin

5. Salvation

6. The Church and the Culture
What are our core values?

What convictions make Oasis distinctive as a church? Of course, the first way to answer this question is to consider our theology and statement of beliefs. This is a brief summary of what we believe the Bible teaches about God, humanity, salvation, the church, etc. and can be found on pages 11-13.
While Oasis itself is still a relatively young church, it is connected to thousands of years of Christian history. In addition to our statement of beliefs, Oasis wholeheartedly embraces the historic Christian faith as expressed in the ecumenical creeds of the universal church (e.g., the Apostles’ Creed and the Nicene Creed). We also stand with over 3,000 Protestant leaders and churches in over 150 nations to affirm the Lausanne Covenant, encouraging Christians to be more intentional about world evangelization (feel free to request a copy).
The way in which a church represents, promotes, and applies these historic doctrinal commitments to the particular issues, minds, and hearts of the people where the church exists can be called the “theological vision,” “philosophy of ministry,” or, more simply, the “core values” of the congregation. At Oasis, these basic guiding values can be broken down in a number of ways. The following is a brief summary.

What is the purpose of Oasis?

Vision
Oasis exists to enjoy God above everything else, and to lift His name high among all people for His glory through Jesus Christ.

Mission

To transform Meigs County into a God-glorifying community through the faithful proclamation and demonstration of the Gospel of Jesus Christ while we live in response to its reality in our lives daily.

The Gospel’s centrality

The Gospel is not just the ABCs, but the A to Z of Christianity. The Gospel is not just the way we enter God’s kingdom, but the way we thrive within the kingdom. We are not saved through the Gospel and then forced to maintain our salvation through obedience, but the Gospel is the way we grow (Gal. 3:1-3) and are renewed (Col. 1:6). It is the solution to each problem, the key to each closed door, the power through each barrier (Rom. 1:16-17).

The Gospel’s core meaning

The Gospel is not that we demonstrate our own righteousness before God and then He owes us something, but that He demonstrates His righteousness through Jesus Christ and then freely imputes His righteousness to us (2 Cor. 5:21). The Gospel is not that “it doesn’t matter what you believe, as long as you’ve been good,” but that “it doesn’t matter if you’ve been good, as long as you believe in Christ as your Savior.” The Gospel is not that we go from being irreligious to being religious; it’s that we realize that our motives for both religiosity and irreligiousness were essentially the same and essentially wrong—that we were seeking to be our own saviors and thereby keep control of our own lives.

To the degree that we rely on something other than Jesus to save us (such as moral performance, career, romance, family), we experience anger, fear, guilt, and despair. But when we trust in Christ as our Savior, we no longer trust in our own self-determination or self-denial for salvation; neither do we trust in morals or self-image for our security and comfort.

Oasis assumes that most people have not heard of or thought through the implications of the Gospel. We exist to bring things “in line with the gospel” (Gal. 2:14), which renews us spiritually, psychologically, corporately, socially. The Gospel avoids the errors of legalism and liberalism, moralism and relativism, yet it does not produce something in between, but rather something different from them all. The Gospel critiques both religion and irreligion (Matt. 21:31). It shows us a God far more holy than the legalist can bear (Jesus had to die because we could not satisfy God’s holy demands) and yet far more merciful than the liberal can conceive (Jesus had to die because God loves us). The Gospel affects everything we do at Oasis.

New way with God

The Gospel moves us from an impersonal “boss/employee” relationship with God to a personal “Father/child” relationship with Him—from a self-centered, fear-based motive to act morally to a love-based desire to enjoy and delight in God.


New way with Lordship

If we are saved by God’s grace at such an infinite cost to Him, then He can ask anything of us and it can still be a joy for us to obey.

New way with self

We no longer base our identity on what others think of us—or even what we think of ourselves—but on what God thinks of us in Christ (1 Cor. 4:3-4). The Gospel produces neither an inferiority complex (since God sees us as beautiful in Christ) nor a superiority complex (since we know we are sinners saved only by grace). The transforming power of the Gospel simultaneously produces in us both confidence and humility.

New way with problems

The moralizing approach to solving problems says, “Repent, you are not living right.” The psychological approach says, “You must accept yourself just as you are.” The Gospel says, “You are relying on something other than Jesus Christ to save you.”

Gospel reconciliation between individuals
Through the Gospel we become a new people of God, united to Christ and to each other. Since the Gospel both humbles us and yet assures us that we are loved, we are now free from both envy and pride, both inferiority and superiority. We no longer receive our sense of worth through approval from people or through power over people. This makes our relationships things of beauty driven by love (Gal. 5:6). We neither use people nor are overly dependent upon them; rather we are free to serve, affirm, or confront others—whatever is best for them.

Gospel reconciliation between people

The Gospel removes cultural pride and diminishes race as a component of identity, making it possible to avoid idolizing one’s cultural strengths while appreciating those of others.

Gospel-centered worship in the community

Worship is the process by which we continually attribute the most worth to Jesus. He alone is worthy of our worship and He alone can fulfill us. Many other things compete for this place of worthiness in our lives, and the Bible calls them idols. Theologian John Calvin referred to our hearts as “idol factories” that constantly manufacture new objects of worship. We must continually repent of our attempts to seek independence from Him or to find satisfaction in anything else besides Him.

Through the Gospel we strive both personally and corporately to identify, expose, and destroy all idols that compete with the one true God for our attention and devotion. If there is no personal transformation occurring within our body, then corporate worship will be like a committee meeting instead of an encounter with the living God. If, on the other hand, we are being personally transformed, then our worship will be alive and outsiders will be attracted to what is happening (1 Cor. 14:24-25).

Gospel respect

The Gospel teaches us to have deep respect for non-Christians. Since we are saved only by grace, it is our responsibility to humbly demonstrate our reliance on Christ and live out our security and peace as we boldly tell His story.


Gospel hope

The Gospel teaches us to have hope for non-Christians. We do not see anyone as hopeless since every conversion, including our own, is a supernatural miracle of God.

Gospel courage

The Gospel prevents us from basing our identity on the approval of others. This enables us to speak confidently and directly while not speaking arrogantly.

Gospel love

The Gospel keeps us from being defensive and taking things personally. Because our value is derived from Christ, we do not feel the need to win arguments or prove ourselves through witnessing. We evangelize because we love people, and we love people because God first loved us.

Gospel mission

Paul says that the Gospel “is the power of God for salvation” (Rom. 1:16). The kingdom of God is gradually but certainly growing (Matt. 11:12; 13:1-23).
A movement of churches
We desire to see all of southeastern Ohio transformed by the Gospel of Christ. This goal will take more than a single church location to accomplish. It will take an entire movement of churches. We aim to plant churches with the same Gospel-based core values in other counties and cities throughout southeastern Ohio and wherever the Lord sends us.
What is the basic strategy and structure of Oasis?

With the Gospel as our foundation, we have organized the various ministries of our church so that we can work together by the power of the Spirit in order to call the people of our city and the surrounding communities to a relationship with Jesus Christ. Here are some characteristics of the strategy and structure of Oasis Christian Fellowship:

1. We are a worshiping community. All of our gatherings, whether on Sunday or in homes during the week. are intended as an opportunity for us to glorify and worship God in spirit and in truth, to build up those who believe, and to challenge and help those who doubt or seek.
2. We are a family community. Christians are to provide the support of family relationships for one another as singles, couples, and families. Our children are nurtured in our Gospel-centered community as we teach them of their need for Christ and model Christ-likeness before them. We make every effort to function like a good family with God as our Father. This is most significantly lived out in our house church gatherings.
3. We are a loving community. Our church is a family network within which face-to-face friendships, encouragement, and caring develop. Love reigns supreme, as we strive to love and forgive one another just as Christ loves and forgives us.

4. We are a supporting community. Through our different house churches, meetings, and classes we provide a context for spiritual growth. In addition, the elders and deacons of Oasis are available to respond to spiritual, emotional, economic, and practical needs.
5. We are a learning community. Many of us come to Jesus from some sort of church background, while others are still very new to Christianity. Our teachings are designed to provide the basics of the faith as well as to help Christians grow deeper into servant leadership. No one has arrived at Oasis. We always desire to remain a teachable people.
6. We are a praying community. Without prayer and reliance upon God’s grace, all of our plans are hollow. We have weekly prayer times and an intercession team to seek God’s will for our church and to praise Him for what He has already done on our behalf.

7. We are a giving community. The ministry of Oasis is designed to seek and to meet the needs of those in our church (as well as outside when possible) by matching those needs with appropriate resources (e.g., people, skills, finances).

8. We are a community in the world. We seek to work with excellence and Christian distinctiveness in our vocations and in volunteer opportunities in the community. It is not our desire to create our own subculture and busy ourselves with so many church activities that we have no time to be in the world.
9. We are a community of mercy. Community development and ministries of social service help to build long lasting relationships for the Kingdom of God as well as improve the quality of life for people in our county.

10. We are a witnessing community. We desire to share the good news of Jesus Christ with Meigs County and the rest of the world.

Church Community and Covenanting Together
What does it mean to covenant with Oasis?

To covenant with a church is not like placing your membership in a social club or some other organization. Most organizations see their members as consumers, the ones whom the organization serves. The church, however, is (should be) a completely different community. Covenanting (or in more familiar terms, “membership”) with a church means ministry and service; it means going from being a consumer to being a provider of God’s love and care to others. At Oasis, we take seriously that we are a church not for ourselves, but for others. To covenant with our church is to commit to living according to the Word of God and to supporting the work of the congregation.

Why should I covenant with a church?

While Scripture nowhere explicitly promotes or commands formal church membership, neither does it explicitly condemn or prohibit such membership. Scripture does indicate, however, that all true believers in the Lord Jesus Christ are members of God’s family, the universal church (Heb. 2:11), and that God calls all believers to unite themselves with other local members of His church family for the purposes of worship, fellowship, and ministry (Heb. 10:23-25). In light of these facts, the leaders of Oasis have established a specific covenant process as a means to:

1. Nurture and preserve an authentic church community that reflects the harmonious relationship between the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

2. Identify those individuals who consider Oasis to be their home church and are committed to serving God as well as their fellow believers and neighbors within and through this church family.

3. Clarify the ongoing privileges and responsibilities of the leaders and members of Oasis in order to promote accountability and loving unity within the church family.

What are the leaders’ privileges and responsibilities?

All of the leaders of Oasis, including the elder/pastors, deacons, ministry leaders, and teachers, must officially covenant with this church. In response to the Gospel, with the help and guidance of the Holy Spirit, each of the leaders of Oasis will strive to:

1. Care for and seek the growth of the members of Oasis (Heb. 13:17; 1 Thess. 5:12).

2. Pray for the members regularly, particularly when they are sick (James 5:14).

3. Help the members in times of need (Acts 2:42-47; 4:32-35; James 2:14-17).

4. Equip the members to serve Christ (Eph. 4:11-13).
5. Preach, teach, and/or counsel according to the whole counsel of God’s word (Gal. 6:6; 1 Tim. 5:17-18; Acts 20:27-28).

6. Protect the church from and guard against false teachers (Acts 20:28-31).

7. Confirm that all future elders and deacons serving at Oasis meet the scriptural qualifications for these offices (1 Tim. 3:1-13; 5:17-22; Tit. 1:5-9; 1 Pet. 5:1-4).

8. Pursue God's will for the Oasis community through prayer, study of the Scriptures, and submission to the Holy Spirit (Acts 20:28; 1 Pet. 5:1-5).

9. Seek and consider wise counsel from the members when making decisions that affect the Oasis community (Prov. 13:10; 15:22).

10. Practice mutual submission as well as exercise and submit to church discipline whenever necessary (Eph. 5:21; Matt. 18:15-20; 1 Cor. 5; Gal. 6:1).

11. Set an example by fulfilling the responsibilities that are requested of all those who covenant with Oasis as described below (1 Cor. 11.1; Phil. 3:17; 1 Tim. 4:12).

The Membership Covenant and Responsibilities
We encourage all those who claim Oasis as their home church to live out their church life in the context of Scripture’s expectations for all Christians. These expectations are outlined in the following Membership Covenant. All believers who desire to covenant with Oasis must read, prayerfully consider, and sign this Membership Covenant:

I hereby acknowledge that I am a Christian; that I have been saved from the wrath of God solely by His grace through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ; and that I have been baptized in obedience to the Scriptures as a testimony of my union both with Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection, and with His body, the church.

I further acknowledge that I consider Oasis to be my home church; that I have read, understand, and agree with the vision and mission statements, the theology, and the core values of Oasis; and that I agree not to be divisive to the teachings contained in these statements forasmuch as they agree with Scripture.

In response to the Gospel, with the help and guidance of the Holy Spirit, I will make an effort throughout my affiliation with Oasis to:

1. Maintain a close relationship with the Lord through regular prayer, Bible study, fellowship, and practice of the other spiritual disciplines.

2. Participate regularly in gathered worship services, ministry, and an Oasis house church (Ps. 119:97, 105; Acts 2:42-47; Heb. 10:23-25).

3. Help fulfill the missional purpose of Oasis to bring the Gospel to Meigs County.

4. Manage properly the resources God has given me, including my body, natural talents, spiritual gifts, time, finances, and possessions (Eph. 5:15-18; Rom. 12:1-2; Eph. 4:1-16; Gal 5:22-26; Prov. 3:9-10), in order to build up the church, both locally at Oasis and universally (1 Pet. 4:10-11; Rom. 12:1-8, 1 Cor. 12:7-31).

5. Support the ministry of Oasis financially through regular, sacrificial, and cheerful giving (2 Cor. 8-9).


6. Preserve the unity, purity, and peace of the church by practicing the humble and sacrificial attitude of Christ, considering the needs of others, avoiding gossip, and nurturing godly relationships (Eph. 4:1-3; Phil. 2:1-11; Prov. 16:28; Matt. 18:15-17; Prov. 17:17).

7. Develop godly relationships with fellow believers from other churches and yet refrain from being either a formal member or a leader in another church family while you are covenanting with Oasis. It is important to choose a commitment and stick to it for the sake of building trust (Heb. 13:17).
8. Pray for the leaders of Oasis and submit to their leadership as they faithfully submit to Christ (Heb. 13:7, 17).

9. Follow the biblical procedures of church discipline and submit myself to discipline if the need should ever arise (Matt. 18:15-17; Gal. 6:1-5).

10. Submit to the authority of the Scriptures as the final mediator on all issues (Ps. 119; 2 Tim. 3:16-17).

I understand that by signing this covenant I am not implying that I will fulfill the aforementioned responsibilities perfectly, but that it is my desire and intent to fulfill each of these responsibilities out of gratitude to God for the grace He has granted to me through the Gospel.

I will promptly notify the leaders of Oasis if at any time I no longer agree with any part of this covenant; if I have any questions, comments, or concerns regarding Oasis or my involvement; or if the Holy Spirit leads me to worship, fellowship, and minister elsewhere.

Finally, I pray that God will be glorified, the church family edified, and my neighbors blessed by my affiliation with Oasis.

Church membership should be a blessing, not a burden. Your ministry activity should not become a barrier to you living a God-honoring life. In order to prevent yourself from experiencing “burnout” there should be a proper balance between active involvement and over-commitment.
How do I covenant with (become a member of) Oasis?

Your first step is to attend The Gospel & Oasis 101 class. This class runs for 6 consecutive weeks. You must complete all 6 sessions, although you may make up missed sessions during the next cycle of the classes. Attending this class in no way obligates you to join Oasis; you may attend simply to find out more about the Oasis vision and goals as well as the positions we take on certain Christian doctrines.

When you have decided you want to belong to the Oasis family and have completed The Gospel & Oasis 101 class, contact us at 740.591.4605 or at oasis@bethechurch.com to schedule a covenant interview with one of the Oasis elder/pastors. This interview gives us a chance to get to know you better, to hear your experience in coming to know God in Christ, and what is happening presently in your spiritual life. In addition, this interview gives you an opportunity to ask any questions you might have about the church, its positions on certain issues, and how the church operates—in short, to make sure you are comfortable with your decision to join Oasis. Generally, these meetings will last about 45 minutes.
During the interview you will be asked to submit your signed Membership Covenant. If you have never been baptized, we would be delighted to baptize you after we meet. Just let the elder/pastor know of your intentions during your interview and we will schedule your baptism.
What if I choose not to covenant and become a formal member?

We believe that covenanting with Oasis is a privilege, but being a covenant member is not required for you to participate in church activities. All people may worship with us, serve in various ministries, participate in house churches, go on church retreats and functions, and, of course, attend this class. Even once you have completed this class, if you decide to stay involved at Oasis without becoming a formal member, there will be no effort to pressure you into covenanting with us. There is no obligation. However, in order to serve as a leader in Oasis Christian Fellowship, including as an elder, deacon, ministry leader, or teacher, you must covenant with Oasis Christian Fellowship.
What We Believe
The Scriptures – We believe the Holy Bible consisting of the Old and New Testament Scriptures to be the verbally inspired Word of God, the final authority for faith and life, inerrant in the original writings, and infallible (2 Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Pet. 1:20-21; Matt 5:18; John 16:12-13).

Why this is important:

The revelation of God to us is the most unique and reliable witness we have to understand and know God. The Bible teaches in Rom. 10:17, “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” Therefore, the Bible is our tool to know and understand who God is according to His own self-description; it is our tool to grow in faith and maturity and to learn the promises that God has given us. We take it literally. God's truth is the anchor for our souls. It calls us to dive deep into God and there discover His blessings and the transformation He brings to our lives, our church, and our world.
The Godhead – We believe in one God eternally existing in three persons—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—and that these persons are co-equal in nature, power, and glory, having the same attributes and perfections (Deut. 6:4; 2 Cor. 13:14).

Why this is important:

The God who was and is and will be declares Himself to be alone in the heavens. This means that He alone is God and there is none besides Him. In believing this we understand that many individuals, including Muslims, Mormons, and Jehovah’s Witnesses, place their hope in gods who are not there. Adherents of religions such as Hinduism as well as other religious pluralists wrongly assume there are many roads to the same God. In Scripture God reveals Himself as the only true God. The implication of this motivates us to declare to the world with our lips and our lives who this true and living God is.

The Person and Work of Jesus Christ – We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, became man without ceasing to be God, having been conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of a virgin, Mary, in order that He might reveal God and redeem sinful mankind (John 1:1-2, 14; Luke 1:35). We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ accomplished our salvation through His death on the cross as a representative, vicarious sacrifice, and that our justification is made sure by His literal, physical resurrection from the dead (Rom. 3:24; 1 Pet. 2:24; Eph. 1:7; 1 Pet. 1:3-5). We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ ascended into heaven and is now exalted at the right hand of God where, as our High Priest, He fulfills the ministry of Representative, Intercessor, and Advocate (Acts 1:9-10; Heb. 7:25; 9:24; Rom. 8:34; 1 John 2:1-2).

Why this is important:

Jesus, the God-Man, is the unique revelation of God and the Savior of God's children. He declares Himself to be the only way to the Father (John 14:6). Because Jesus is sinless, His death perfectly satisfied God's justice and atoned for the sins of all who trust in Him.

This reality calls us to a life of mission to minister to those whom He sought (Is. 61:1-3). We see ourselves as deserving nothing yet receiving everything necessary to have a right relationship with the Father through the work of the Son. As Jesus initiates a relationship with us, so He calls us to initiate relationships with the lost. He demonstrated His love towards us while we were yet sinners, and this compels us to follow the same pattern and walk as He walked in the pursuit of the lost. Our motivation to love and serve the world and our desire to live a life worthy of the calling to which we were called comes from understanding the beauty of Jesus.


The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit – We believe that the Holy Spirit is a person who convicts the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment, and that He is the supernatural agent in regeneration, baptizing all believers into the body of Christ, indwelling and sealing them unto the day of redemption (John 16:8-11; 2 Cor. 3:6; 1 Cor. 12:12-14; Rom. 8:9; Eph. 5:18).

Why this is important:

The role of the Holy Spirit in our lives is to connect us with the Father through the Son. The Spirit resides in us and gives us the power to love and serve in Jesus' name. When we live a life of ministry we do not do so in the flesh, but in the power of God through the Holy Spirit. Without the Holy Spirit, nothing eternal or spiritual would take place in and through our lives. We are fully dependent on the Holy Spirit to be at work in our lives and ministries.

Humanity – We believe that man was created in the image and likeness of God, but that through Adam's sin the human race fell from its original good state, inherited a sinful nature, and became alienated from God; and that man is totally depraved and of himself utterly unable to remedy his lost condition (Gen. 1:26-27; Rom. 3:22-23; 5:12; Eph. 2:1-3, 12).

Why this is important:

Our understanding of the nature of humanity is crucial to our understanding of ministry. We believe that, as creatures made in God’s image, we are gifted by God with the attribute of creativity and that we are obligated to exercise this creativity to worship and glorify God.

We see the stain of humanity's sinful condition and, therefore, humanity’s desperate need of salvation, but we acknowledge that these characteristics only serve to magnify the amazing beauty of God’s love. Man is blind in the darkness of sin, dead in trespasses, and thus totally incapable of finding his way, working his way, or buying his way to the Father, and yet God is gracious enough to save a multitude of people. God sent His Son to redeem sinners, and the Father and the Son send the Spirit to call sinners unto the promise of that redemption. In addition, God sends us to proclaim to all people the redemption that God offers in the Gospel. Through Christ we seek to emulate God's love for the world by showing compassion toward sinful humanity and pursuing social justice in the hope that He will transform sinners into saints. In the broken and flawed state of the human condition, God meets the deepest longings of men and women only through Himself as they delight in His character and die to their old sinful nature.

Salvation – We believe that salvation is the gift of God brought to man by grace and received by personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, whose innocent blood was shed on the cross at Calvary for the forgiveness of our sins (Eph. 2:8-10; John 1:12; Eph. 1:7; 1 Pet. 1:18-19).

Why this is important?

It is by sheer grace that God decides to save us. As we are saved we are called to participate in helping others come to know the saving love of God. It is in this salvation that we are made alive in Jesus, united to God and to one another. We humbly recognize that God has acted on our behalf and wants us forever. God initiates a relationship with us, and we believe that we are humble recipients of the salvation of God in Christ. If we truly believe this, it will radically shape the communal life we live with other believers. How we love one another, serve one another, and seek to share the Gospel will all be profoundly impacted by this incredible truth.

The Ministry and Spiritual Gifts – We believe that God sovereignly imparts spiritual gifts upon His children. Furthermore, it is the believer's pleasure to develop these spiritual gifts in order to increasingly glorify God. The baptism of the Holy Spirit occurs at conversion and is the placing of the believer into the body of Christ. We believe that the Holy Spirit lives inside the soul of every believer in Jesus Christ and that He is our abiding Helper, Teacher, and Guide. We believe in the empowering of the Holy Spirit, which is often a conscious experience, for ministry today. We believe in the present ministry of the Spirit and in the exercise of all of the biblical gifts of the Spirit. We also believe that particular spiritual gifts are neither essential for salvation (proving the presence of the Holy Spirit) nor an indication of deep spiritual experience (1 Cor. 12:7, 11, 13; Eph. 4:7-8). We believe that God hears and answers prayers of faith for the sick and afflicted in accordance with His own will (John 15:7; 1 John 5:14-15). We believe it is the privilege and responsibility of every believer to minister according to the gifts and grace of God given to him (Rom. 12:1-8; 1 Cor. 13; 1 Pet. 4:10-11).
Why this is important:

This doctrine of the Holy Spirit emphasizes more than anything else the communal nature of our faith. The Christian life is one of community, not autonomy. We live dependently on God and one another as the body He has created us to be through the Spirit. Thus each member, when employing his or her gifts to the glory of God, contributes to the beauty, vitality, and unity of the church.

This motivates us to find our gifts and use them, for they were not given to us for our benefit, but for that of the church. We then work hard to be a church that employs these gifts so the world can see Christ.

The Church – We believe that the church, which is the body and bride of Christ, is a spiritual organism made up of all born-again persons of all ages (Eph. 1:22-23; 5:25-27; 1 Cor. 12:12-14; 2 Cor. 11:2). We believe in the universal Church, the living spiritual body, of which Christ is the Head and all regenerated persons of the world are members. We also believe that the establishment and continuance of local churches is taught and defined in the New Testament Scriptures (Acts 14:27; 18:22; 20:17; 1 Tim. 3:1-3; Titus 1:5-11). We believe in the autonomy of the local church—that each local church is free of any external authority and control (Acts 13:1-4; 15:19-31; 20:28; Rom. 16:1, 4; 1 Cor. 3:9, 16; 5:4-7, 13; 1 Pet. 5:1-4). We recognize Christian baptism and the Lord's Supper as scriptural means of testimony for the church in this age (Matt 28:19-20; Acts 2:41-42; 18:8; 1 Cor. 11:23-26). Christian baptism is the immersion of the believer in water, which is a public testimony of the believer’s new life in Christ. The Lord’s Supper was instituted by Christ for remembrance of His death. The elements of communion are symbolic of the body and blood of Jesus Christ. These two ordinances should be observed and administered until the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Why this is important:

Oasis Christian Fellowship is a small expression of the historical, universal, and local church of God. We seek to be unified in a God-glorifying part of His eternal community. We are free to do as God leads us in accordance with the Scriptures and we seek to assist the local and global church as we live out biblical community. The church is God's idea and His work, and we are to be faithful stewards of the beauty and character of His body.

The Second Coming of Christ – We believe in the “blessed hope,” the personal, imminent coming of the Lord Jesus Christ for His redeemed people, all Christians (1 Thess. 4:13-18; Zech. 14:4-11; Rev. 19:11-16; 20:1-6; 1 Thess. 1:10; 5:9; Rev. 3:10).

Why is this important?

We do not know when Jesus will return, but we do know He is coming again. We hope and long for that day, and we seek to be about the Father’s business until that time.
Oasis Christian Fellowship – The Gospel & Oasis 101 Class (Fall 2006), 1-1





Oasis Christian Fellowship – The Gospel & Oasis 101 Class (Fall 2006), 1-2





Oasis Christian Fellowship – The Gospel & Oasis 101 Class (Fall 2006), 1-3





Oasis Christian Fellowship – The Gospel & Oasis 101 Class (Fall 2006), 1-4





Oasis Christian Fellowship – The Gospel & Oasis 101 Class (Fall 2006), 1-5





Oasis Christian Fellowship – The Gospel & Oasis 101 Class (Fall 2006), 1-6





Oasis Christian Fellowship – The Gospel & Oasis 101 Class (Fall 2006), 1-7





Oasis Christian Fellowship – The Gospel & Oasis 101 Class (Fall 2006), 1-8





Oasis Christian Fellowship – The Gospel & Oasis 101 Class (Fall 2006), 1-9





Oasis Christian Fellowship – The Gospel & Oasis 101 Class (Fall 2006), 1-10





Oasis Christian Fellowship – The Gospel & Oasis 101 Class (Fall 2006), 1-11





Oasis Christian Fellowship – The Gospel & Oasis 101 Class (Fall 2006), 1-12





Oasis Christian Fellowship – The Gospel & Oasis 101 Class (Fall 2006), 1-13








