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I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience bears me witness in the Holy Spirit— 2 that I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh. 4 They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises. 5 To them belong l﻿the patriarchs, and from their race, according to the flesh, is the Christ who is God over all, blessed forever. Amen.

6 But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel, 7 and not all are children of Abraham because they are his offspring, but “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” 8 This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the children of God, but the children of the promise are counted as offspring. 9 For this is what the promise said: “About this time next year I will return and Sarah shall have a son.” 10 And not only so, but also when Rebecca had conceived children by one man, our forefather Isaac, 11 though they were not yet born and had done nothing either good or bad—in order that God’s purpose of election might continue, not because of works but because of his call— 12 she was told, “The older will serve the younger.” 13 As it is written, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.”  (Romans 8:31-39, ESV)

Outline for the next three weeks of teaching on Romans 9
WEEK 1:
Introduction of Romans 9 and personal challenge (focus on Romans 9:1-13)

WEEK 2:
In depth study of Romans 9:1-29

WEEK 3:
Q & A — common objections and/or questions raised regarding God’s sovereignty, unconditional election versus the free-will of man


I confess that I am a stubborn person. It is one of the traits that I have appeared to pass on to my children (but I think it may have really come from April(). When we get something locked into our brains we have a very difficult time thinking of it another way. When we believe something is going to happen a certain way, then we are often frustrated when it does not go the way we think it should go.

But for as stubborn a person that I am, it has been my desire to always try and remain “teachable” in all areas of life, especially in God’s Word. I never want to assume that I have it all figured out. Sure, I have very strong convictions, which would take a supernatural act of the Holy Spirit and the clear truth of His Word from the Holy Scriptures to change my mind, but it has happened. In fact, there are two times in my life when my theology has been drastically rearranged in a particular area. And both of those changes have come through the careful study of the Bible, along with the counsel of wise men and women who are Bible-saturated people.
That is what we must be if we have any hope of coming to this text in Romans and not being frustrated. So take this as a gentle warning. If you are not a Bible-saturated person, meaning, you draw your convictions and beliefs about God from nowhere else but Scripture alone, then this text will frustrate you. If you draw your faith and theology from your own logical conclusions—which come from a limited human perspective and understanding—of how you think God should function, operate, and run the world, then you will be terribly frustrated at what we are about to read.

But if you trust God—and you trust that He really is GOOD; that He really does do everything that the Bible claims that He does, and He does it for His own good purpose—then you will be overjoyed and transformed at the reading of this passage in Romans 9.

We like to have our view of the world in which we live, our philosophy of life and our concept of God all worked out in our minds, and neatly tucked away in little imaginary boxes. However, the God we meet in the Bible, who is the Living Word who wrote the Bible, does not always fit into our little boxes. And the book of Romans has a tendency to knock the sides out of those boxes, because it describes a God who is far too big to be contained in a box. You can’t contain Him. You can’t comprehend Him. You can’t fully know Him. You can’t fully understand Him. You can’t make complete since of Him.

But do you trust Him? He is GOOD.
I’ve made this statement before. You will either have a high view of God and low view of man, or you will have a high view of man and a low view of God. But you cannot have both. As we live lives of pursuing God, we think more of Him and know more of Him, and God forces us out of our limited thinking by being tremendously unpredictable, and by acting in ways that leave us baffled and confused, often because it contradicts our American values—meaning, our “RIGHTS”.  Isaiah warned us in Isaiah 55:8 that God is not a man and He does not think or act as we do. “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord.” We must understand that we have no rights before God. We have no claim on anything God chooses to give us or to not give us.
He is GOOD. Do you trust Him?

We learned in Romans 8 that by His sovereignty “all things work together for good for those who love Him and are called according to His purpose.” So as a believer who loves God and is called by Him, I can say these things. My purposes are sometimes different than God’s. And my purposes do not always include God’s good. I am a sinner. Fortunately for us, God is not a sinner. He is altogether righteous. His purposes are always and everywhere righteous. His purposes work for my good, even when His purposes are in conflict with my purposes. Perhaps I should say, especially when His purposes are in conflict with my purposes. What pleases Him is good for me. That is one of the most difficult lessons Christians ever learn.


Above All Else, Love
Before we begin this study it is important for us to be reminded of the #1 duty of all Christians, to love one another, even though they sometimes disagree about matters of interpretation: If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, ﻿so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 ﻿If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing. (1 Cor. 13:1-3). Love for one another must rule above all else. I say this now because I am going to tell you from the beginning that in the next few weeks some of you are going to struggle greatly with this text. Some of you are going to disagree. Some of you may even become frustrated or even angry.

The ninth chapter of Romans centers around one of the thorniest subjects that any preacher could talk about. In fact, it is often tempting for some preachers, as they are teaching through the book of Romans, to chalk it up as too difficult to understand, or too confusing to people. And therefore few actually preach from this text we are entering today.
I am of the conviction that this text is not too hard to understand, nor is it confusing. The greatest problem I believe people have with this text is that they do not like what it says. It is not consistent with our man-centered values. Some even attempt to explain away the difficulties by coming up with interpretations that are not consistent with what the apostle has been saying in the letter. We will not do that. We will not read the text and then say something like, “Well, I know he said this, but what he meant was this…” Instead, we will take it for what it says and trust that the apostle Paul really meant what he said.
As I read through Romans chapter 9 in the weeks and months of preparation for this teaching, I became more and more convinced that this chapter, to many, will seem like a violent roller coaster ride. It begins rather slowly (like the long pull of the coaster to the top of the hill) but then it takes a deep plunge that leaves many breathless. Let’s see if we can survive the ride. I believe we can.

There are two important things I would like for you to keep in mind before we begin:

1. I did not write this, Paul did. I think the best we can do to honor God and the text is to simply work our way through the clear argument of the apostle Paul. If you will follow with me on this, and together try to understand what he is saying, and then, if you differ in your feelings of what is being said, your disagreement is not with me but with the greatest theologian the church has ever known. In fact, since we believe that Paul spoke and wrote by the inspiration of God through the Holy Spirit, then your quarrel is actually with God if you cannot agree with this passage.

2. The second thing that I would like to remind you of is that Romans 9 follows Romans 1-8. In chapters 1-8 Paul explains the gospel of the grace of God, the full plan of redemption of human beings, as God has worked it out for us. It is the most theologically concise, detailed explanation that we have in all the scriptures for what it means to be saved.

Then in chapters 9, 10, and 11 there is a slight change in subject, as it appears that Paul is talking only about the nation of Israel. But it is not really a change of subject at all. It is simply that Paul is illustrating, by using Israel as an example, the great themes he has developed in Romans 1-8. Often it helps for us to grasp difficult concepts by the use of illustrations or demonstrations. This is precisely what you have in these three chapters of Romans. It is a demonstration—in terms of people—of how God works in human history, how He redeems and saves.

Then there is a third main division in the letter, Romans 12-16, which we will eventually get to.

In chapters 1-8, the apostle has declared that human beings are utterly helpless to saves themselves. We have power to choose, we are expected to choose, and we are free to choose, but as Paul has made clear, God is behind it all. We don’t understand that, and so Paul turns the spotlight on Israel to demonstrate just how God works.
Let’s read Romans 9:1-13 together.

The main thing: God is Sovereign. Do we fully comprehend what that implies?

If you have been to any Oasis gatherings or house churches over the past year you have most likely heard, or sang about the “sovereignty of God”. There are two very basic, but crucial points we need to understand about the sovereignty of God.
· God is free to do as He pleases. He is not constrained by anything other than Himself.

· God actually exercises His freedom by ruling over His creation.

Everyone seems to be okay with the idea that God has the right to rule, but they balk at the idea that He actually exercises this authority. What we discover in Romans 9 is that He in fact does.
Does the fact that God sovereignly rules over His creation like a potter molding its clay mean that we are like mere puppets? A common objection is that “God doesn’t want robots or puppets on a string. He wants people who will love Him freely.” The Bible has an answer for that objection. Of course that is what God wants. That is why He created Adam and Eve with the free-will choice to either love Him freely or to disobey and rebel against Him. When they chose disobedience, the result was that God ordered a curse on the world, which affected the rest of the human race for every generation to come. The effect was that our eyes were blinded so that we could not see or perform the righteousness that God required (this is the argument Paul built in Romans 1-3—No one is righteous, no, not one; no one understands, no one seeks for God. All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.” Romans 3:10-12). Yes, people still do make bad or good moral choices. But no one does what is ultimately right, as the Bible teaches, unless the Potter, the Creator, God intervenes and regenerates our heart. He opens our eyes. Jesus said in John 3:3, “Truly, truly I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
In 2 Corinthians 4 Paul states that the Gospel is “…veiled to those who are perishing. 4 In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”
And in Titus 3:4-7 Paul gives us the good news, 4 But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.”
This is all foundational to understanding Romans chapter 9. If we do not believe in and completely trust in a God who is unconditionally sovereign over all things and who constantly acts according to His good purpose, we will forever struggle with Romans 9. But if we do, in fact trust Him, then Romans 9 will open up new doors of worship and appreciation for this great and awesome God like you have never before realized.

What is the aim of Romans 9? A brief overview
Romans chapter 9 is an explanation for why the word of God has not failed even though God’s chosen people, Israel, as a whole, are not turning to Christ and being saved. The sovereignty of God’s grace is brought in as the final ground of God’s faithfulness in spite of Israel’s failure, and therefore as the deepest foundation for the precious promises of Romans 8; for if God is not faithful to His word, we can’t count on Romans 8 either.
Romans 8 reveals to us many wonderful promises of God for believers—one of those being that He will work out everything in their lives for good because they love Him and are called according to His purpose. The profound conclusion from these promises comes at the end of Romans 8 by saying that there is NOTHING that can separate us from the love of God. No matter what our minds can imagine God will always be greater than all those things and his love, his promises, and most importantly, His sovereignty will always be supreme to all things. But how can we be assured of all of this? That’s what brings us back to Romans 9. In Romans 9 Paul answers that question.
Romans 9 assures us that God chooses and has unconditional power over all things. If God's power were conditional in any area He would cease to be sovereign. Sovereignty means absolutely supreme, not conditionally supreme. “Conditional sovereignty” is an oxymoron, and we should not even wish that it were true; for if it were true, then the great promises of Romans 8 would crumble. If anything can compromise God’s sovereignty, then everything that Romans has said to us thus far would be called into question. Romans 9 should cause us to celebrate because it illustrates God's rule in His kingdom as completely absolute and his purpose as completely resolute.
Will the promises of Romans 8 stand? Yes they will. And we can be assured of that because of Romans 9. Romans 9 comes after Romans 8 for this crucial reason: it shows that the word of God’s covenant with Israel has not failed, because it is grounded in God’s sovereign, electing mercy. Therefore the promises to the “true” Israel (we will get into this more next week) and the promises of Romans 8 will stand. That is the gospel of Romans 9. The promises that were purchased by the blood of Christ will be carried out by the sovereign power of God.


Concluding Parallels

In conclusion I will make an attempt to draw a couple of parallels for the purpose of trying to help us see more clearly. As always, I encourage you to invest time this week in the Word of God, diligently seeking for wisdom and understanding in these matters.

STORY #1
A state governor strolled through his state’s penitentiary, past rightly convicted law-breakers. Along the way, he stopped to pardon several. They were undeserving of pardon. He was under no obligation. And he is not unfair because he did not pardon them all. They deserve condemnation. Those whom he pardoned, without exception, swore their allegiance to serve the state the rest of their natural lives.

STORIES #2 & #3
These stories are meant to help illustrate the point that we do have choices, and we will always make our “free-will” choices based on who or what we are, and if there is any hope of us making the ultimate good choice of following Christ, then we need Him to intervene and help us in some way. And if He doesn’t, the Bible says we will never make that choice because we cannot. Therefore the election of people unto salvation and the regeneration of people’s hearts and minds means that what takes place is a transformation of what we are, giving us the ability to now choose to please God. It is not that we do not have any choice in the matter at all. The issue is that we can only choose based on what we are. Example:
Worms. My wife is disgusted by them. They offend her because of what they are. They do what they do because they are worms, not merely because they choose to act like worms. Regardless, to her they are still worms, and they do not belong in her house. She’ll express her justice on you if you attempt to bring them into her house. Now, if I possessed the power to transform a worm into a puppy, then we’d be in business!

Sinners. God is disgusted by them. We offend Him because of what we are. We do what we do because we’re sinners, not merely because we choose to act like sinners. Regardless, to God we are still sinners. We cannot go into His house. He’ll express His justice on us because we are sinners. But to this story there is good news. Jesus possesses the power to transform a sinner into a saint, and He does so, for His own glory. And for that reason, those who are transformed by His sovereign grace are welcomed into the Father’s house.


Why are you saved?

For those of you who believe and have put your faith in Jesus Christ, have you ever asked yourself this question: Why am I saved? Why are you saved? Your answer might be, “Well, because I repented of my sins, and I was baptized for the forgiveness of my sin.” Great, but why did you repent? “Well, because I accepted the call of Christ to follow Him.” Wonderful, but why did you accept the call? “Because I became convicted.” Why did you become convicted? 
Do you see what these questions do? They lead you back down the path of origination. Where did it all begin? If you could have conjured up out of your own sinful, fallen, depraved mind the ultimate GOOD thought, to follow Christ, then you would be the one responsible for your own salvation. But the Bible tells us that we have no way of even initiating such a thought. So it had to begin with God. He chose you before you chose Him. Yes, you chose Him, but only after your eyes were opened to see the GOOD choice before you.

It is a matter of perspective and point of view. And the point of view from which Romans 9 is describing salvation is from God’s point of view. From God’s point of view, He is the first agent of action, the originator of your salvation. He led you to Himself. When it is described from our point of view, we hear the message and believe.

Thanks be to God, who has chosen me, who has regenerated my dead heart in order that I might choose to walk in the newness of life with Him forever. Oh, how this truth transforms your worship and praise of Him!

He is sovereign. He is GOOD. Do you trust Him?[image: image19.png]DasSis
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